
Depot Diary No. 96 1 Blue Mountains Division 
December 2007   New South Wales Rail Transport Museum 

 

 
CRUSHED SANDSTONE 
S ANDSTONE FLAGGING 

BACKHOES & TRUCKS 
LAND CLEARING & GRASS SLASHING 

CARPARKS & ROADWORKS 
CONCRETING AND & BITUMEN WORK 

����������������������������������������
Faulconbridge 0428 241 311 

1. SEASONS GREETINGS 

 

2. APOLOGY 

We would like to apologise to our Members for the late delivery of 

the October Edition of the the Depot Diary and the Membership 

Renewal Forms that accompanied that edition. As a result of the 

late distribution of the Membership Renewals the Museum will 

accept Membership Renewals up until the 31st January 2008. 

Failure to to renew by this date will deem your membership as 

unfinancial. We trust that we can look forward to your continuing 

Membership into the new year.  

3. FAREWELL KERRY  
With the Federal Election now behind us, most of our membership 

would be aware of the major swing that was inflicted away from the 

Howard Liberal Government. This swing saw many liberal seats 

change hands and our seat of Macquarie was no exception. For the 

last 11 years Macquarie has been the heart and soul of our former 

member Mr Kerry Bartlett. Kerry took pride in representing his 

constituents and showed a great deal of interest with the community 

of his electorate. We are pleased to say the Museum was a 

benefactor in many ways from Kerry’s hard work and Kerry paid a 

great deal of interest in the Museum and its development during his 

time as the representative for Macquarie. Kerry, the Museum would 
like to thank you for all the effort and support you have given the 

Museum since winning the seat in 1996. We would like to wish you 

every success in what ever the future holds for you and hope that 

you can keep in touch with the Museum. Please feel free to drop in 

if you are passing by on any of our Open Days – you would be 

made more than welcome. 

4. THE YEAR THAT WAS 2007 

The year 2007 has been a significant year in the Museum’s history 

with many projects advancing through to completion, allowing 

work to commence on other projects. Certainly our Building 

program received a significant boost with the completion of 
conservation work on the former Chargemen’s Building,  

completion of the shop and construction of the new Tram Shed 

which is nearing completion. On top of this we also had the 

unforgettable visit by locomotives 3526 and 3801 for a weekend 

back in May. We hope that the photos below give you a pictorial 

recap on the year that was 2007. 

    
Above: Foundations for the new Tram Shed (April) and the Shed 

stands all but completed (August).Photo’s: Andrew Tester. 

Above: (May) The nearly completed Chargemen’s Building glows with 

pride under the gleam of the veranda lights. This is a true testament to 

the workmanship invested in this building by our Retirees Group. Well 

done boys! Below: 3526 & 3801 en-route for Valley Heights, Friday 

25th May 2007.  Photos: Peter Butler.  
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Above: 3526 & 3801 depart Valley Heights in the sun on Saturday 26th 
May 2007, with a train load of passengers at the start of a very long 
day, Orange bound. Photo: Peter Maskill  

5. FISH REPORT 
Merry Christmas and a Happy Prosperous New Year to All. 
Finally there is movement on the surfacing of the driveway off 
Tusculum Rd. Work hopefully will start early in the New Year. 
With the completion of the Chargemen’s Building, work is 
underway with the outfitting of the internal display under the 
control of our Small exhibits Curator. It is starting to look very 
good. When you visit come and have a look. 
Recently the former member for Macquarie made an announcement 
of a $125,000 grant providing he was re-elected. It is too early to 
say whether this will carry on with current Labor Government. 
Work is carrying on with fixing the track in the new engine shed. 
Our small band of workers would like some help. If you can help 
contact John Stanley on 4754 1297. As soon as this work is 
completed the floor will be concreted and the track work will then 
move to outside fixing the track into the shed. 
There has been another meeting in the steps towards establishing a 
track access agreement from the main line into the Depot. These 
meetings have been very fruitful.  
Our retirees group have been very busy. The shop internals have 
been completed and the fitting of the fridge, dishwasher and coffee 
machine will now take place. The group have moved to repainting 
the outside of the building. Preparatory work is underway to 
repair/rebuild the roundhouse windows. This work will be in 
readiness if we are successful in our grant application. With all the 
rain the termites have become very active. Our thanks to Kevin 
Gerard for his assistance in controlling these pests. 

6. STARPS NEWS 
It is with much delight that we can announce that member Ted 
Dickson and STaRPS member Steve Tolhurst recently completed 
and successfully passed their Boiler Attendants Certificates. This 
allows both Ted and Steve to qualify as Firemen for the Tram and 
Stepho easing the load off the existing limited number of qualified 
men.  Congratulations to both Ted and Steve. Having qualifed for 
their Boiler Attendants Certificate, the next step for Ted and Steve 

is to Driver and when these examinations take place, the next two to 
qualify as firemen will also be tested. 

Both the Steam Tram and Stevo have recently been through their 
Annual Boiler Certificate examinations while the Steam Tram 
passed without any problems, Stevo required 9 firebox crown stays 
to be re-washered. These repairs hace since been completed and the 
locomotive is again ready for service.  

7. OPERATIONAL & OPEN DAY CHANGES 
Following the withdrawal of the Trike rides from service, the 
Museum in conjunction with STaRPS has consulted to review the 
Museum’s operations. We were faced with a few options for 
consideration and have finalised on moving our Open Days to the 
2nd & 4th Sundays of each month with Steam operating on both 
days. The main reason the decision was made to shift our 
operational days centred around volunteer resourcing, which is 
some what limited on the 1st Sundays. Initially the Steam Tram will 
be employed to provide rides on these days, however STaRPS are 
looking at alternatives to use Steam Locomotive CPC2 (Stevo) with 
an appropriate car, preferably an End Platform (Cowboy) Car. This 
option is still under investigation but it is hoped that we can 
implement this as soon as possible to reduce wear and tear on the 
tram and provide some operational variation for our visitors. The 
change in our Open Days becomes effective from February 2008. 

8. ADMISSION PRICE INCREASE 
As you would all be aware, every year the day to day cost of living 
continues to increase in line with inflation (and in some situation 
above inflation). As you can appreciate the Museum is not immune 
to these day to day expenses because of our charitable status. Our 
service providers have increased costs which are passed onto us as 
the consumer. We too therefore need to recover these costs to 
ensure we stay afloat and on par with inflation.  The Museum, as 
like all businesses, conducts an annual review its overheads for the 
past year and whilst we don’t like to have to increase our charges, 
we are forced to in order to remain viable. An example of the 
overheads an organisation such as ourselves has to cover includes 
the cost of Security, Electricity, Water, Telephone, Insurances all of 
which are essential services to our business needs.   Our friends at 
STaRPS have overheads in excess of $7000-00 to recoup in the 
coming year before they can effectively turn a wheel or buy a bolt. 
The only way for us to recover these costs is to increase our Public 
Admission Charges and some retail items. Effective from the 1st 
February 2008 the new public admission charges will be as follows. 

Adults $13-00 
Seniors / Pensioners and Student 
Concessions 

$11-00 

School Students $9-00 
Family (2 Adults & 2 School Students) $35.00 
Children (Aged 4 & Under) FREE 

  

 


